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The European Branded Clothing Association welcomes
the EU - MERCOSUR Partnership Agreement

Brussels, 9 January 2026

EBCA welcomes today’s agreement on the EU-Mercosur Partnership Agreement, which will
unlock significant new opportunities. This agreement will deliver a predictable, rules-based
trading environment between the two partners while enhancing long-term competitiveness.

Free Trade Agreements are essential to promoting openness, stability, and cooperation in the
global economy, while delivering tangible benefits for businesses, workers, and consumers.

The Partnership represents a strategic opportunity to deepen economic and political ties between
two regions that together account for one-fifth of global GDP and a population of more than
750 million people.

The agreement also embeds a strong commitment to sustainable development, featuring a
dedicated Trade and Sustainable Development chapter. It anchors the Paris Agreement as an
“essential element”, enabling suspension in case of serious non-compliance, and pledges
cooperation on climate neutrality, biodiversity protection, and sustainable supply chains. It also
prohibits trade in illegally obtained products and supports green technologies.

In practical terms, tariffs on apparel products, currently ranging from 8 % to 12 % , will be phased
out in eight equal annual stages. Apparel goods are expected to become duty-free by
1 January 2033, assuming the Partnership Agreement enters into force in 2026.

“The EU-Mercosur Partnership Agreement will not only unlock new trade opportunities for the
textile and apparel sector but also reaffirm the importance of rules-based international trade and
the legal certainty our industry needs to thrive,” said Isabelle Maurizi, EBCA Director General.

About EBCA :

The European Branded Clothing Association is the collective voice of more than 75 global apparel
brands The sector supports more than 4.5 million jobs in the EU. We envision a Europe where the
branded clothing sector contributes to shared prosperity and is supported by global standards
that enhance sustainability and trade, creating a level playing field.

For more information, visit www.ebca-europe.org
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